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besides having the advantage of exerting a salutary in-
fluence upon public opinion, will at the same time have the
effect of splitting the ranks of the opposition. All the mod-
erate elements will unite in defending the Ministry against
the attacks of the extremists, who will become dis-
organized in consequence, and the fatal knot, which
results from the distrust prevailing between the people
and the ruling power and which binds the oppo-
sition to the revolutionary movement, will be cut.
Finally, the mere fact of a participation by members
of the Douma in the executive power will increase
the efficiency of the Douma itself. It will then have
a clearer idea of the complexity of problems that
confront a State and will feel all the weight of power.
This will calm the extremists and create the tendency
toward moderation which is inevitably produced by
a feeling of responsibility for action in which one
shares.
" For the presidency of the Council of Ministers no
better man could be chosen than the actual President
of the Douma, M. Mouromtzoff, who possesses a great
moral authority over the members of that body. M.
Mouromtzoff, who is a man of cool disposition and positive
mind, has the advantage over other public men that he is
not trammelled by any party ties which might impede his
political action. His extraordinary self-control aad
sang-Jroid would very quickly assure him the necessary
authority in administrative circles. The fact that the
Douma will lose a president of the first order, if M*
Mouromtzoff becomes President of the Council, urnst
not be regarded as an obstacle, for the result will be
that the centre of influence "will be traBsferred from the
Douma to the Government and the Dogma's im-
portance will be correspondingly diminished;